
TheSusanFund.org

Dedicated to providing educational scholarships to Fairfield County students diagnosed with cancer
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PLEASE VISIT US
ONLINE AT:

THE 2025 ANNUAL SUSAN FUND SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS CEREMONY

The annual Susan Fund Scholarship Reception was held on Sunday, June 22, 

were honored for their achievements and commended by their families, friends, 
and the fully volunteer Susan Fund Board of Directors.

The Susan Fund.

continued success in the years ahead.
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1982, we just celebrated our 44th year and distributed a record amount of scholarship awards 
at our annual reception.

In May, the board met with each of the 19 students who received 2025 scholarships. After 

Westport Magazine

make you feel a little better.” Words to live by! 

 
non-paid volunteers, they make it possible for the Fund to distribute more than 90% of donations for scholarships. A 
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FROM the CHAIRMAN / ABOUT SUSAN

About Susan 

continued to participate in school activities and hold two jobs. A 

When Susan died, her family and many friends wanted to do 

clinical social worker. I have headed a PTA, established Safe Rides for Westport and served 

Meet the Board: Susan Baron

FROM the CHAIRMAN / ABOUT SUSAN
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RYAN CAULFIELD - RECEPTION SPEECH

Pennsylvania.

mistake my illness for weakness, and I felt more alone than ever. By 

showed that my pulmonary function had more in common with an 
80-year-old lifetime chain-smoker than a 16-year-old. A CT Scan 

Yale New Haven to partially remove the tumor in order to open 

units.

link.

 
 

sincere thank you from all of us. Without your support, my 8-year journey to become a nurse anesthetist would not 
have been possible.
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THE SUSAN FUND IN THE NEWS

PREVIOUS RECIPIENT - BRYAN PLATT

 
 

New Haven, and The Susan Fund was one of the scholarships I received that enabled me to 
do so.

 Westport Magazine Q & A with Ann Lloyd

her thirteen-month battle with cancer. Since then her mom, Ann Lloyd, has demonstrated where that resilience came 

Ann, still an active board member, took time to share with us the vital work The Susan Fund does and her own 
formula for vitality.

Share with us the origins of The Susan Fund.

with cancer.

In addition to the many students The Susan Fund has helped, how has it helped you cope with the 
tremendous pain of losing your daughter?

Is there a recipient whose story stands out?

provided.

You recently turned 90! What is your secret for continuing to remain such an impactful member of the 
community?

Do you still live in Westport?
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Jose Campanario
Danbury, CT

Western Connecticut State 
University

and also tutors at his local 

continues to show determination to succeed in the 

Joshua Arouni
Stamford, CT

University of Connecticut 
Stamford

cancer treatment, he found 

that surrounded him in the hospital, which sparked 

treatments, and improve the recovery of children 

Interact Club  and served as an AWANA leader, 
a National Honor Society volunteer, and a Youth 
Data Analyst for Stamford Cradle to Career. His 

and impactful leader in our community who will 
continue to positively impact those around him.”

2025 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Westport, CT
The University of Pittsburgh 

School of  Nursing

as a nurse anesthesia student at 

past summer, he attended the national convention 
of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists, 

letter of recommendation praised both his skill and 

and respect and consistently performs above the 

scholarship.

5

Dino Capilupi

University of Connecticut

University of Connecticut and 

economics. Dino has developed 

helped him develop responsibility and an ability 

kindhearted. His letter of recommendation praised 
not only his dedication but also the impression he 
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Lauren  Kelly
Greenwich, CT

Boston University

Susan Fund scholarship. She 

and treatment, she continues to pursue her 
studies and art with determination. Her letter of 
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2025 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Abigail Cerny

Clemson University

Susan Fund scholarship. She 

in biochemistry and hopes 

medical research and pharmaceuticals with the 

volunteered with the Appalachia Service Project for 

homes for families in need. She also tutors math, 
participates in Pi Beta Phi sorority, and is active in 

her ability to balance academics, volunteer work, 

Anselm Juan
Danbury, CT 

Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute

Fund scholarship. With a 
passion for STEM, he attends 

homework help. He has spoken and performed at 

responsible collaborator with his peers.”

6

Michael Holtz 

with a BA in Economics and a 

clinic for children still in treatment. His letter of 
recommendation praised his perseverance and 
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2025 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Sona Kocinsky

Harvard Medical School 

medical school at Harvard 
Medical School. She hopes to 

patient care. At Tufts, she served as Vice President 

and she volunteered more than 60 hours in the 

Hospital. She has also been a pre-med mentor and 

letter of recommendation praised her maturity and 

patience, work ethic, adaptability, and humility of 

Fund scholarship.

Fleuranda Metellus 
Stamford, CT

Southern Connecticut State 
University

Susan Fund scholarship, She recently completed 

work at SCSU. At NCC Fleuranda was an active 

levels of responsibility from secretary to President. 
She wanted to become more connected to her 
Haitian culture and spread awareness. Her letter 

she can achieve toward her education. As a student, 
Fleuranda actively participates in classroom 
discussions and is helpful to her fellow students. 

positive attitude about school.”

Madeline O’Farrell

Quinnipiac University

Fund award. She is a sophomore 
in the Occupational Therapy 

University.  Madeline said, 

year Madeline worked as a counselor at Country 
Kids Play Farm in their after school and summer 

for the children in her care.”

Stamford, CT
Post University

to Post University to pursue her 

to balance her education and the demands of a 

Susan Fund award.
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2025 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Declan Ratner

Sacred Heart University

Fund scholarship. He is 
currently a junior in the 
Physician Assistant -Dual 

This summer Declan worked on research with 
his professor about the eroded coasts of Stratford 

build a barrier at the beaches, and he created a 

worked in a lab and collected data to present in 

Keylin Salazar
Stamford, CT

University of Connecticut

in Human Development and 
Family Sciences at UCONN 
Stamford. She hopes to earn her 

and work in a clinic where she can help children 

in Westport for her practicum in early childhood 

of social work is lucky that she plans to join us 

Ben Shemesh

Bentley University

Fund scholarship. He is 
a sophomore at Bentley 

Corporate Finance and 

Huntsman Cancer Foundation and participated in 

motivated and intellectually curious student who 

commitment to his studies.”

Nate Smit
Stamford, CT
Dean College

Fund scholarship. He is a senior 

a minor in Human Services. 
Professionally he would like to 

people resources they need to succeed. This fall he 

with each child. His letter of recommendation states, 

student. He is a polite and personable student who 

pleasure to know Nate and work with him.”
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2025 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

James Spengler

University of Dayton

James will be a junior this 
fall at Universty of Dayton 

device sales which he plans to focus on upon 

learned and use them to help hospitals become 
more equipped to help patients and save more 

provide service and help others.”

Valbona Terdevaj

DePaul University 

Fund scholarship. Valbona took 

to work with children and help them achieve their 
developmental milestones. This summer Valbona 

improvement and surpass her own limits.”

Charlie Watson
Westport, CT 

Montclair State University

Charlie is a sophomore at 
Montclair State University in 

committed to his success. He would do well with 

and performance art. Charlie is kind with a keen 

Fund award.
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Special Thanks to Our Foundation Sponsors
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“Willow” at Mill River Village House
 

historic farmhouse in the Berkshires to Susan Fund recipients and their support network. The 

produce. 

Tess Michaelson of Boston visited the house in April with her partner, William. It was 

SUSAN FUND UPDATES
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MY CANCER JOURNEY

 

My results indicated a tumor on my pancreas which had to be removed immediately.  

am.  There is so much life they deserve to live! If they can survive this, I can!” 

bell at the Smilow Cancer and joyfully went out into the sunshine.  Life had 
 

  
I am now determined to educate the world about my journey in the hope that 

from the Pandome Study. In June, I became a You-Tube star! Check out 

Several Original Susan Fund Board Members 
Get Together
In September, Ann Lloyd, Eve Potts and Marion Morra had lunch for 

Class of 1980.
Eve Potts, Ann Lloyd, and Marion Morra
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REMEMBERING FORMER RECIPIENTS
Scholarship Fund Founded In Honor of Jasmyn Nicolle Gooden

at the New Hope Missionary Baptist Church. 

Years later, she attended Mount Aery Baptist Church, where she enjoyed Sunday services and 

patients in Boston, Stamford, St. Louis and San Francisco.

came to quality health care.”

Education was a priority for Jasmyn, a Susan Fund scholarship recipient, and her family, who recently founded The Jasmyn 

Remembering Josh Cappello

of Middle Eastern History.  He learned Arabic so he could volunteer in a center to help Arabic 

University.  

Josh with open arms. 
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Nancy Kail

Dawn and Mitch Ladenheim
Judy Lanyi
David Lathrope
Nina Lipton

Susan McElroy
Jody McLean
Diane Melish

John Mihalec 
Lynn Mohahan
Alan M. Murnick
Brian and Laurie Murphy
Ellen L. Nathan
Joan R Nathan
Andrew Nevas
Jon and Ann Nicholson
David Nourse

Christine Petto
Pitney Bowes
Marion Potter

Celie Rosenau
Robin Rothman
Jane Ross
Jimmy Saunders

John Secco
Heather L Stabinsky
Burton Stuttman
Eric Therriault
Tom Thresher
Andrea Urban
Barbara Williams  
Mary Wilson

YHB Investment Advisors

$1 - $99

Jim Booth

Ann Breslow

Patricia Conway

Contributors

$1,000 and above

Bill and Mary Callan
Peter Cumello

Ann S. Lloyd
David and Deirdre Lloyd

William Lloyd
Richard Matteis
Tony and Sarah Menchaca
Ruth Ann Meyer
William Pasqua

Grace K Salmon Trust
Staples Class 1980 45th Reunion
Barbara Stemmer

Trumbull Rotary Foundation
Caren Tucker
Richard C. Wastcoat
Westport Rotary Club Foundation
Westport Sunrise Rotary Foundation
Lee and Dan Yin
Joyce and Bernie Zimmerman 
   Foundation

$500 - $999
Howard and Katherine Aibel Foundation
Sarah Bible

John Cappello

Christopher Meyer
Emily Prince
Tracey and David Robbins
Ellen Spear 

$250-$499
John Anastasia
Lisamarie Collins
Kathleen Dooley DiGiovanna
Carey and Delia Dubois

Ted Freedman
Candace Fusco
Matthew and Jessica Garnett
Edward Grossman
Karen Frey Jacobs
Kathryn J. McDermott
Robert Meyer

Kelly Frey Pollard
Adam Sappern
Peri Lolachi Snarr

David Tisdale

 
$100 - $249
Shelly Dianne Alford
Susan Baron
April Bassick
Lisa Bernard
Barbara Bernstein
Maria Blackwell
Nancy Bloom

Britta Cerrato
Sarah Ellis Cluck
Robert  and Nellie Cole
Aaron Costa

Carol Davis
Helaine Davis
Christine DeVellis

Steven Durels

Pat Farmer
Carla Foster
Victoria Fuller
Samuel and Nancy Gault
Diane Giannitti
Karin Giannitti
Ted and Maria Giannitti  
Patrick Goldschmidt
Kenneth Greenwald

Stephen Jobe

Where our money comes from: Where our money goes:
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In Memory of  Richard Davis
   Helaine Davis
In Memory of  Kara DiGiovanna 
    Patricia Conway
In Memory of  William Gault our 
favorite UB & GUB 

 
    Pollard

 

In Memory of  Daniel Jobe 
   Stephen Jobe
In Memory of  Rome Kubik

In Memory of  Rome & Rosemarie 
Kubik 
   Carey & Delia Dubois

 
    Shelly Dianne Alford
In Memory of  Susan Lloyd 
   Carol Davis

 
   Diane Giannitti 
   Kenneth Greenwald

   Nancy Kail
   Susan Lyons
   Ruth Ann Meyer
   Staples Class of 1980 45th Reunion
   Caren Tucker
In Memory of  Diane Macaluso 
   Ted and Marie Giannitti
In Memory of  Lee and Mac McGready 
   Lee & Dan Yin
In Memory of  Wally Meyer 

In Memory of  Matt Senatore 
   Peter Cumello
In Memory of  Lillian Spedale 
   Ted and Marie Giannitti 
In Memory of  Nadia Van Camp 
   Carey and Delia Dubois
In Memory of  David Williams 
   Barbara Williams
 
 

In Honor of Susan Baron
   Nancy Bloom

   Barbara McGrath
 

Fundraiser
   Jim Booth

   Jim and Mary Ellen Marpe

   Ron Porter
   Robin Rothman
In Honor of Josh J. Cappello 

   Josh J. Cappello
In Honor of Shane DiGiovanna 
    Kathleen Dooley DiGiovanna
In Honor of Matthew Garnett 
    Lisa Bernard
In Honor of Diane Giannitti 
    Robert and Nellie Cole
    Karin Giannitti
    Ted and Marie Giannitti
In Honor of Eric Goldschmidt
    Patrick Goldschmidt

 
    Gaelic American Club
In Honor of Ann Lloyd 
    Nina Lipton
    Jane Ross
In Honor of Susan Lloyd
    Carla Foster
In Honor of Kelly Frey Pollard

    Karen Frey Jacobs
    Lee and Dan Yin
In Honor of Phoebe Spear 
    Joyce and Bernie Zimmerman
In Honor of Staples Class of 1980 

    Nancy Kail

$1 - $99 (Con’t)
Walter Cortese
Aimee Crant-Oksa
Susan Dubin
Terese Dudal

John A. Francis
Michael Goldrosen
Shannon Goodchild
Maureen Hance

Renee Luneau-Sheckfee
Susan Lyons
Jim and Mary Ellen Marpe
Barbara McGrath
Ken Meister
Lori Mihalov
Erin Morelli
Sue Ellen Nethercott
Carmen Phan
Ron Porter

Kathy Quinn

Lisa S Rome

Deborah Sabin
Cayden Satin
Linda Sisson
Karen Smith 
Jackie Vitaro
Roberta Weiner

Tribute Gifts
In Memory of  Charlie Capalbo
   Karen Frey Jacobs
In Memory of  Josh J. Cappello

   April Bassick
   Maria Blackwell
   John Cappello

   Lisamarie Collins

   Aimee Crant-Oksa
   Christine DeVellis
   Terese Dudal

   Candace Fusco
   Shannon Goodchild
   Maureen Hance

   David Lathrope
   Susan McElroy
   Jody McLean

   Lori Mihalov
   Erin Morelli
   Christine Petto
   Carmen Phan

   Kathy Quinn

   Deborah Sabin
   Cayden Satin
   Renee Luneau-Sheckfee
   Linda Sisson
   Eric Therriault
   Andrea Urban
   Roberta Weiner

WAYS TO SUPPORT 
THE SUSAN FUND

Mail a check to The Susan Fund at 458 Newtown Avenue  
Norwalk, CT 06851 

Donate online at 
TheSusanFund.org 

your IRA or appreciated securities.
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Susan’s Class Celebrates 45th Reunion by Supporting 
The Susan Fund

created by artists from the Class of 1980. 

THE SUSAN FUND IN THE NEWS
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The Susan Fund
458 Newtown Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06851

WANT THE NEWSLETTER 
ELECTRONICALLY?

If you would like to receive
 this newsletter electronically please email us 

at 
SusanFund@gmail.com 

Presorted

PAID
Norwalk CT

Permit No 232

Board of Directors
Susan Baron, Norwalk

Kathleen DiGiovanna, Stamford
Matthew Garnett, Norwalk
Diane Giannitti, Easton
Ed Grossman, Westport
Brandon Held, Stamford
Ann Lloyd, Westport
William Lloyd, Westport

Kelly Frey Pollard, Westport
Heather Stabinsky, Monroe


